Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 0 1 TEL AVI 0946 220741Z 

ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-07 
NSAE-00 PA-01 USIA-06 PRS-01 SP-02 EB-08 COME-OO 
TRSE-00 OMB -01 /047 W 

123104 220743Z/10 

R 21 1510Z DEC 77 
FM AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 79 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 

CONFIDENTIAL TEL AVIV 10946 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EFIN IS SF 

SUB J : ISRAELI FINANCE MINISTER TO VISIT SOUTH AFRICA 

REF.: TEL AVIV 10733, TEL AVIV 7005 (NOTAL) 

FOREIGN MINISTRY SOURCE CONFIRMED DEC 20 THAT 
FINANCE MINISTER EHRLICH WILL VISIT SOUTH AFRICA IN 
FEB, PROVIDED PRIOR AGREEMENT HAS BEEN REACHED ON 
SALE OF TSRAF.LI BONDS THERE, SOUTH AFRICAN INVESTMENT 
IN ISRAEL AND CIVIL AVIATION MATTERS. SOURCE, WHO WAS 
VISIBLY EMBRRASSED ABOUT ISRAELI TIES TO SOUTH AFRICA. 

EXPLAINED THAT BASIC ISRAELI CONCERN IS FOR 150,000 
SOUTH AFRICAN JEWS. HE SAID THAT GOI EXPECTS MANY 
OF THOSE PEOPLE TO BE LEAVING SOUTH AFRICA IN THE NEXT 
FEW YEARS AND WANTS THEM TO COME TO ISRAEL. THEY ARE 
CRUCIAL, HE SAID, TO ISRAELI PLANS TO ATTRACT MORE 
ASHKENAZI IMMIGRANTS. FOR THIS REASON, GOI WISHES TO 
KEEP AS MANY ECONOMIC, POLITICAL AND CULTURAL TIES 
OPEN TO SOUTH AFRICA AS IT CAN. VIETS 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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